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takes a hand in the capitalist offensive. The suppression
of the independent workers' organizations permanently
alters the balance of social power. Fascists and capitalists
can no longer behave as if these organizations had not been
suppressed. Even when fascism pretends to play the part
of arbitrator between capital and labour, it puts one-of the
parties in an inferior position—by destroying its independ-
ence—from which it can only free itself by throwing off
fascism altogether.
It was chiefly the urban middle classes which were swept
into fascism. In July 1919 Mussolini believed, not only
that fascism was fated to remain * a minority movement ',
but that it could not £ spread outside the towns'. And
although Italian fascism was chiefly established, after 1921,
through the influx of countryfolk into its ranks,1 its leaders
were largely drawn from the middle classes in the towns,
or were the sons of landowners-—officers, students—-town-
dwellers with no desire to play the part of Cincinnatus, once
they were back from the front. They were much more
anxious to conquer the towns, the first step towards political
power, than to be the leaders in their village. Further,
fascism was never successful when confined to purely country
districts, and the impulse to victory came less from the Po
valley campaigns than from Rome and Milan, The big
cities always played the leading part.
Fascism finds its chief support in those members of the
middle class who either have or think they have no inde-
pendent economic standing, and are thus easily * liquidated '
or absorbed into the new political framework provided by
fascism. It is not pure chance which makes the French
peasant oppose fascism so obstinately: he will obviously
continue to do so as long as his economic basis—the patch
of ground he owns and tills—and his more or less real inde-
pendence are threatened. In the Balkans all the authori-
tarian regimes—bred in the great cities—were set up in
face of the violent resistance of the peasants, who mostly
supported opposition parties (National-Zaranist party in
Romania, the Croat peasant party in Jugo-Slavia, the
1 Pp. 198-199.

